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How to handle patients who are seen in our facilities:

Asymptomatie patient
WITHOUT

Asymptomatic patient received
a suspicious envelope/package.

Asymptomatic
patient received a

Asymptomatic
patient received a

Asymptomatic patient
exposed to confirmed
incident of anthrax.*

Symptomatic Patient
exposed to confirmed
incident of anthrax.*

known/suspected exposure Dees not have package. suspicious suspicious
Opened*/Not Opened envelope/package. envelope/package.
Has package. Has package.
Not Opened* Opened*
Obtain detailed history. Obtain detailed history.

Provide reassurance to the patient about
the rarity of infection without known
exposure & provide anthrax fact sheet.
Recommend the patient contact the
Health Department for further concerns.
It is important for people to know that
there is no screening test available for the
detection of anthrax infection in an
asymptomatic person (with no exposure).
Nasopharyngeal swabs and blood serum
tests are generally used to confirm a case
or as an epidemiologic tool.
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If patient brings a suspected substance and wants it

checked for Anthrax call Communicable Disease

Reporting System {CDRS — Cclumbus & Franklin

County} (719-8888).

¢ Do notshake package, place in plastic bag,
wash hands

e Notify Hospital Security Center

Conduct an individual risk assessment and
provide post-exposure prophylaxis, if necessary.
Call CDRS (719-8888).

e Notify Infection Control (beeper 842-0080)
e Notify Hospital Security Center
e  Confirm the diagnosis by obtainirg the
appropriate laboratory specimen based on
the clinical form of anthrax that is
suspected (inhalational, gastrointestinal, or
cutaneous)
e Inhalational anthrax: nasal swab,
blood, CSF, and/or sputum
e QGastrointestinal anthrax: vomitus,
feces, and/or blood
e Cutaneous anthrax: vesicular fluid
and/or blood

* see Contaminated patient Flow Chart




