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July 8, 2010

The document that accompanies this letter, A Framework for Improving Ohio’s Trauma System, was created by the Ohio Emergency Medical Services Board’s Trauma committee as a starting point for discussions on how to improve the statewide system of trauma care. 

The Framework document is based on a review utilizing the Model Trauma System Planning and Evaluation document (MTSPE), a national standard tool for assessing mid-sized and large trauma systems. It is intended to serve as a reference for planning the future of Ohio’s statewide trauma system. Healthcare stakeholders should view this document as a guideline to strengthening weaknesses and closing the gaps that were documented by the review.
We invite your organization or you as an individual  to review this document and submit advice, recommendations and changes that you feel would enhance the document and the efforts to improve the statewide trauma system. All input is needed to move from being a Framework to becoming The Plan to Improve Ohio’s Trauma System. 
The process for moving from Framework to final Plan starts with an open comment period. All comment received will be considered by the Trauma Committee’s System Plan workgroup, and all will either be incorporated into the document or will have justification for why they were not incorporated. The modified Framework will be posted for further review and will serve as the topic of a public forum to be held at the subsequent meeting of the Trauma Committee.

Comments, advice and recommendations will be accepted from organizations and individuals until July 15, 2010. Please send them directly to terskine@dps.state.oh.us, with a cc to Carol Jacobson at carolj@ohanet.org. Questions can be directed to me at the same email or via phone at 614-221-7614. 

Sincerely
Carol Jacobson, RN

Director Emergency Preparedness
155 East Broad Street, Floor 15     Columbus, Ohio 43215-3620     www.ohanet.org     614.221.7614      614.221.4771 fax


